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race was close—featuring the first 
‘‘winner-takes-all’’ final race in 30 
years. 

And yesterday afternoon, the 34th 
America’s Cup finished with the most 
incredible comeback in history. After 
trailing Team New Zealand one to 
eight—Team USA had one, Team New 
Zealand had eight—Oracle Team USA 
surged ahead to win an unprecedented 
eight straight races to once again hold 
the America’s Cup trophy high above 
their heads. 

Skipper Jimmy Spithill, Tactician 
Sir Ben Ainslie, and the entire Oracle 
Team USA sailed into the Port of San 
Francisco as champions, welcomed by 
the largest and loudest crowd to cheer 
their entrance into history—or any 
team in history. 

There could be no better backdrop, in 
my view—or in the view of anyone who 
saw it—to such a momentous American 
moment when Team USA in San Fran-
cisco Bay crossed over to victory with 
the backdrop of the hugest American 
flag I have ever seen. 

This all was a vision of Oracle Team 
Sponsor Larry Ellison, who was on the 
water with his crew joining in the cele-
bration of his team’s second victory in 
America’s Cup. Larry Ellison’s vision 
democratized the Cup—as I said, from 
white caps to blue collar—by bringing 
the race so close to the shoreline that 
everyone who could view San Francisco 
Bay could view the excitement of 
America’s Cup. 

That beautiful sight was made pos-
sible by the extraordinary leadership of 
San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, Cali-
fornia Lieutenant Governor Gavin 
Newsom, Mark Buell, who led a private 
sector initiative, Kyri McClellan of the 
America’s Cup Organizing Committee, 
and Daley Dunham with the Port of 
San Francisco. 

Thank you to the Coast Guard, the 
National Park Service, and the Army 
Corps of Engineers for helping make 
this race a spectacular sight to see. 
With the help of these leaders and the 
local San Francisco maritime unions, 
the world witnessed one of the greatest 
moments in sports history on the beau-
tiful bay. 

The America’s Cup is the oldest and 
most prestigious trophy in yachting. 
Team USA won the very first race in 
1851 and had successfully defended the 
Cup for the next 132 years, until 1983. 
Exactly 30 years later, the Cup re-
turned home where it belongs—in the 
hands of American sailors who defied 
the odds, were so courageous, were so 
disciplined, who were so focused, who 
had such a strategic plan to give our 
country—USA, USA, USA—a victory 
we will never forget. 

Thank you, Oracle Team USA, for 
putting your hearts, your souls, your 
everything, your all into the 34th 
America’s Cup. You have earned your 
place in history. 

FOREIGN POLICY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ISSA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, as a proud 
Californian, I join Ms. PELOSI in con-
gratulating Oracle Team USA. Ever 
since Dennis Conner brought the Cup 
to California, we, as Californians, are 
very proud of it. 

I didn’t spend the weekend in San 
Francisco, though. I spent it in Libya 
and in Cairo, because, as we speak here 
today, the good things that are going 
on in America are often overshadowed 
by our poor foreign policy, our inatten-
tion to historic allies and obligations. 

Today, war is going on in the Sinai, 
and the Egyptian Army is fighting it 
while we debate whether or not to sup-
port their effort. We debate whether or 
not a coup that overthrew a dictator 
who was elected—a man who no sooner 
got his office then he began moving 
Egypt toward shari’a law, abolishing 
its form of balance, including its judi-
ciary and its parliament. We continue 
to debate. 

The fact is we need allies in the re-
gion. Israel needs allies in the region. 
Egypt needs to protect borders from in-
surgency and terrorism to its south, in 
the Sinai, and along the Libyan border. 

More than ever, the Libyan border is 
a concern for all of us. It is a lawless 
area. The term ‘‘Benghazi’’ often is 
taken for the sad loss of four brave 
Americans at our consulate, but the 
truth is Benghazi is the next Afghani-
stan if we cannot engage and stop the 
terrorism that is going on there. It is a 
training ground for insurgents—one of 
many. 

So when many talk in foreign policy 
today about the Arab Spring, I’d like 
all Americans to understand, Mr. 
Speaker, the Arab Spring is, in fact, 
sulfur water spewing from mosques, 
from terrorist strongholds, from ideo-
logical extremists in the region. It is 
taking on a life of its own under this 
administration, and that life will end 
the secular life, the freedom of religion 
that many moderate Arab states have 
enjoyed for generations. 

Under President Morsi, we saw more 
than 50 Coptic churches burned; and in 
the days coming afterwards, even more 
by the Muslim Brotherhood, who some-
how felt that one election based on one 
man, one vote, and one time would 
allow them to rule the largest Arab 
country forever as an Islamic state. 

b 1030 
Mr. Speaker, I believe that all of my 

colleagues need to begin to look at the 
wrong direction we have taken. Stop 
celebrating an Arab Spring that really 
is about overthrowing allies who we 
have questions about whether or not 
they’re heading toward a democratic 
state. But we have no doubt we have 
pushed them toward the rule of law, to-
ward institutions, and toward being 
part of a world that denounces and re-
nounces various bad activities. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot stress strongly 
enough that if we continue to have a 

policy of leading from behind, of inde-
cision, of asking this body to spank 
somebody slightly for using chemical 
weapons while not taking an affirma-
tive action toward a government that 
would respect its people, and particu-
larly minorities and Christians in the 
region, then we have no policy and we 
have no allies. 

Mr. Speaker, I take no pride in say-
ing that when President Obama at-
tempted to go into Syria, he did not 
get support from his own party nor my 
party nor virtually any of our historic 
allies for a reason. His plan was ill-con-
ceived and led to no real positive 
change in Syria. 

For our allies in the region—for Jor-
dan, for Lebanon, for Egypt, and for 
Israel—we must develop a consistent 
policy where our enemies fear us and 
our allies respect and count on us al-
ways. We don’t have that today. I 
would call on all my colleagues to be-
come more familiar with the Arab 
Spring and see the sulfur that comes 
up and is often mixed and misunder-
stood for drinking water. 

f 

WE DON’T SERVE TEENS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to join with the 
Democratic leader and chairman of the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee in congratulating Team 
USA on winning the America’s Cup. 

I rise today to inform my colleagues 
about a consumer protection initiative 
of the Federal Trade Commission to 
address underage drinking in the 
United States known as ‘‘We Don’t 
Serve Teens.’’ 

People may not think of underage 
drinking as a consumer protection 
issue. But We Don’t Serve Teens is an 
annual educational effort each Sep-
tember as teens head back to high 
school and college. The goal is to sus-
tain and build on the progress our Na-
tion has made in combating underage 
drinking. In my hometown of Chicago, 
Crown Imports is leading an effort to 
publicize the We Don’t Serve Teens 
message. 

We need the active involvement of 
parents, older siblings, relatives, edu-
cators, and other adults. Years of gov-
ernment surveys show that a signifi-
cant number of young teens get alcohol 
from their own homes or the homes of 
friends or extended family members. 
Most parents are extremely careful 
about watching what their younger 
children eat or drink. For our teens, 
maintaining vigilance over the refrig-
erator, the wine rack, or the liquor 
cabinet is equally important. 

Illegal underage drinking among 
older teens is a more formidable chal-
lenge. They are mobile and often able 
to obtain alcohol from older friends 
and family members, including older 
students in colleges and universities. 
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